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Psychology 

The curriculum in the Department of Psychology and Neuroscience is structured such that 100-level courses are to be considered introductory 
to either major.  These courses are designed to be appropriate for students in their first year of study. The 200-level courses are typically survey 
courses covering the range of important sub-disciplines within the larger field.  These courses are designed to be appropriate for students in 
their second year or third year of study. The 300-level courses are typically specialized, applied courses examining specific issues in depth. These 
courses are designed to be appropriate for students in their third and fourth years of study. The 400-level courses are designed to be taken only 
by majors and typically serve capstone, integrative functions. 

PSY 110S     The Psychological Sciences. This course examines the scientific study of behavior and mental processes using current issues 
and research as the framework for exploring the discipline of psychology. In this course you will learn that psychology is a science that attempts 
to answer some of the age-old questions about the human experience by using rigorous empirical methods. Students will become familiar with 
the concepts, general theories, and specific approaches and applications used in the field of psychology as well as how they relate to the work 
done by other social scientists. The following subfields in psychology will be explored: research methodology, biological bases of behavior, 
development, sensation and perception, consciousness, learning, memory and cognition, motivation and emotion, personality, social behavior, 
abnormal psychology, and the treatment of psychological disorders. Prerequisites: None. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 120        Professional Development in Psychology. This course is designed to acquaint students with the range of career possibilities 
that exist for them after graduation. This course will also include practical training in two important areas of professional development: writing 
and ethics.  Students will explore their interests across the field of psychology and develop a comprehensive plan for their undergraduate careers. 
Students will be provided with an introduction to writing in psychology consistent with the requirements of the American Psychological 
Association. In addition, students will be introduced to ethics in educational, research, and applied settings as related to psychology. 
Prerequisite: PSY 110. 2 Semester Hours. 

PSY 199        Special Topics in Psychology. See All-University 199 course description. 

PSY 200        Research Methods and Data Analysis I. This course is a survey of basic research methodology, design considerations and 
statistical analyses of corresponding behavioral data. It includes presentation of elementary descriptive and experimental research procedures 
as well as related statistical procedures (descriptive statistics, data presentation and characterization, inferential statistics, basics of hypothesis 
testing and parameter estimation). Students will apply these principles in conjunction with and as an introduction to various areas of research 
psychology through laboratory exercises and use of state-of-the-art statistical packages. Students in PSY 200 are expected to maintain a grade 
of C- or higher. If the grade earned is lower than a C-, students must retake the course in order to proceed with PSY 205. Only students who have 
earned a C- or higher in the PSY 200/PSY 205 sequence are permitted to begin their Senior Research course requirements (i.e., PSY 400 and PSY 
405) Three lecture hours and one lab hour per week. Prerequisites: PSY 110 (may not be taken concurrently with PSY 205) and sophomore 
standing. Open only to declared psychology or neuroscience majors.  4 Sem . Hrs. (Typically offered fall semester). 

PSY 205        Research Methods and Data Analysis II. This course is a continuation of PSY 200 dealing with more complex methodological 
issues. Advanced correlational and experimental designs are introduced. An experimental research project, laboratory exercises and continued 
work with computerized statistical programs provide direct experience with these techniques. Students in PSY 205 are expected to maintain a 
grade of C- or higher. If the grade earned is lower than a C-, students must retake the course in order to proceed with PSY 400. Only students 
who have earned a C- or higher in the PSY 200/PSY 205 sequence are permitted to begin their Senior Research course requirements (i.e., PSY 
400 and PSY 405).Three lecture hours and one lab hour per week. Prerequisite: PSY 200. 4 Sem. Hrs. (Typically offered spring semester). 

PSY 210        Educational Psychology. This course explores the psychological issues in the educational context beyond reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. Students that are interested in pursuing careers in school counseling, school psychology, school social work, or teaching should take 
this course. It examines the application of psychological theories and principles to education and teaching. It is also intended to prepare 
Education majors for the Praxis PLT exams. There is a focus is on the educational implications and application of research relating to human 
development (including physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development). The topics covered include: cognitive processes (e.g., 
metacognition, memory, transfer, critical thinking, problem solving, etc.) the theories and principles of learning; motivation; individual and 
group differences; social contexts for learning; and classroom management. Prerequisite: PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 215        Child and Adolescent Development. This course explores human development from birth to adolescence. The domains of 
development explored include prenatal, physical, cognitive, linguistic, social and emotional. The course also examines the contexts in which 
these domains develop. Students are required to engage in regular written and intellectual discourse about contemporary topics related to the 
course. Prerequisite: PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 220        Aging and Adulthood. This course is intended to facilitate an understanding of and appreciation for the significant 
developmental processes and changes that occur in early, middle and late adulthood. In addition to examining current research and theories 
related to biological, cognitive and social factors, particular attention is paid to the impact of culture and the environmental context on the aging 
process. Prerequisite: PSY 110 or equivalent. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 225        Lifespan Development. This course utilizes a holistic approach to understanding the development of the individual from 
conception to death. Emphasis is placed on the ways in which contextual variables influence development and functioning in physical, cognitive, 
affective and social domains. Prerequisite: PSY 110 or permission of instructor. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 230        Personality Theory. This course is a survey of the work of a diverse group of theorists who have all sought to explain the structure, 
development and functioning of human personality. Theoretical perspectives covered will include psychodynamic, sociocultural, humanistic, 
existentialist, biological, trait, behavioral and cognitive approaches. Prerequisite: PSY 110 or permission of instructor. 4 Semester Hours. 



PSY 235        Social Psychology. This course is an examination of human behavior in a social and cultural context. Topics covered will include 
the self in a social context, attitudes, attributions, persuasion, conformity, attraction, altruism, prejudice, aggression, group dynamics and inter-
group relations. Prerequisite: PSY 110 or SOC 100S. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 240        Abnormal Psychology.  Abnormal Psychology is largely concerned with the nature, origin, and treatment of mental illness.  This 
course offers the student a comprehensive overview of the field, focusing on the biological, psychological, relational, and social components of 
mental disorders.  A historical and contemporary exploration of mental illnesses offers the student a broad overview of the field, while a cross-
cultural examination of disorders offers students insight to how mental illness is viewed from various perspectives.  Prerequisite: PSY 110.  4 
Semester Hours. 

PSY 245        Learning and Conditioning. This course is an introduction to the concepts of learning as reflected in major theories including 
classical, operant and social learning. This course examines how humans and animals seek and acquire information about their surroundings, 
make correlational or predictive inferences and express those inferences behaviorally. Students will engage in various activities to help them 
understand how basic learning principles explain much of human behavior. A major project in the course will involve a service learning project 
where students train animals to perform various novel behaviors. This training process will be documented in videos that will be made available 
to the public on the department webpage. When possible, the class will take a trip to the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo to see how classical and 
operant conditioning are used in a professional setting. Prerequisites: PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 250        Neuroscience: The Brain. This course is part of a two course series examining the biological foundations of behavior which can 
be completed in any order.  This course begins with an introduction to the cells and structures of the nervous systems.  Current and past research 
and psychopharmacological methods are covered during the second portion of the course.  Final topics include a detailed look into how visual, 
auditory, and motor functions are processed by the brain.  The course includes a psychophysiological and neuroscience laboratory portion. 
Prerequisite: PSY 110.  One semester of University level biology and chemistry is suggested.  4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 260        Sensation and Perception. This course covers present research theories of how our sensory organs function and how we perceive 
the world around us.  The course begins with an overview of how sensation and perception research is conducted.  The second portion of the 
course focuses on vision and how various cognitive processes lead to our discovery of our environments.  The final portion of the course will 
explore the senses of audition, taste, smell, and touch.  Prerequisite: PSY 110.  PSY 250 is recommended but not required.  4 Semester Hours.  

PSY 270        Cognitive Psychology. This course examines how humans process (i.e., acquire, store and use) information. The course addresses 
such topic areas as perception, attention, memory, knowledge organization, language comprehension and production, problem-solving and 
creativity. Time is spent examining current theories, research techniques and the effect these theories have on important practical problems in 
society. Hands-on projects are used to explore theories in depth. Prerequisite: PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 280        Cultural Health Psychology. This course will examine health psychology through a cultural lens. The course will compare 
European, Asian, and American approaches to health and medicine.  A primary focus of the course will be on wellness models and disease 
prevention.  Students will learn how chronic stress can negatively impact the immune and cardiovascular systems. The course will cover how 
diversity and culture influence cancer, cardiovascular disease, and HIV. Biological vulnerabilities impacting the likelihood of disease states will 
also be discussed and recommendations on how to live healthy will be explored. Group discussions of journal articles will provide the opportunity 
to investigate current health research recommendations. Prerequisite: PSY 110.  4 Semester Hours 

PSY 290        Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders. This course is for students interested in learning more about people with autism 
spectrum disorders.  In this course students will gain an understanding of the characteristics and incidence of autism, and the implications for 
children's learning, behavior and ability to process information. Students will explore the latest research on potential causes, best practices for 
assessment and intervention, areas of impairment, as well as current issues related to autism services. Prerequisite PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 299        Special Topics in Psychology. See All-University 299 course description . 

PSY 300        Movies and Madness. This course explores the ways people with mental illnesses and psychological disorders as well as those 
who treat them have been presented in feature films. The course examines the issue of stigmatization and marginalization of people with mental 
illness as a social problem exacerbated by misleading and negative images presented in the mass media. The course will also provide basic 
information about psychological disorders, the mental health system and various treatment approaches. Students will analyze film content, 
hear first person accounts of living with mental illness, and develop their own community education projects. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 305        The Psychology of Humor. The study of humor crosses into multiple psychological domains, including the cognitive, 
neurological, developmental, social, and positive psychology.  This course offer students the opportunity to explore each of these different 
aspects, and presents an overview of relevant past and current research in this growing field.   Students will investigate historical and 
contemporary theoretical perspectives on humor, and how it is applied in different aspects of life.   Prerequisite: PSY 110 or permission from 
instructor.  4 Semester Hours.  

PSY 310        Child and Adolescent Psychopathology. This course introduces students to the field of Child and Adolescent Psychopathology.  
Both a historical and contemporary perspective of this field will be explored, with specific focus placed on theoretical models, etiology, and 
treatment of mental illness.  Current research, case studies, and in-class debate concerning contemporary issues allow for a rich overview of this 
growing and evolving field of study.  Prerequisite: PSY 110.  Recommended: PSY 240.  4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 315        Clinical Assessment Lab. This course introduces students to the assessment of child and adult psychopathology.  Students will 
receive training and instruction on how various psychological and neuropsychological assessments of function and personality are conducted 
while testing their own levels of function.  Current research on assessment of function and methods of assessment will be covered.  Diversity, 
gender, and cultural issues with determining what is normal will be explored. Note: This course is optional for majors and does not meet the 
requirements as a 4-credit psychology elective.  Prerequisite: PSY 110.  Recommended: PSY 240.  2 Semester Hours.  

PSY 320        Neuroscience: Behavior and Psychiatric Disorders. This course is part of a two course series examining the biological 
foundations of behavior which can be completed in any order.  This course examines in closer detail how the brain and nervous system impact 
behavior.  The course will begin with an overview of the central nervous system structures.  The course will discuss life-sustaining processes such 



as how the brain regulates sleep, biological rhythms, reproduction, and emotion.  Broader topics such as learning, memory, and cognition will 
be covered as well as how language and communication are handled by the brain.  The course will conclude with an examination of neurological 
correlates of various psychological disorders.  The course includes a psychophysiological and neuroscience laboratory portion. Prerequisites: 
PSY 110.  One semester of University level biology and chemistry is suggested. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 330        Drugs and Behavior. This course begins with an exploration of the neurobiological nature of chemical dependency.  The course 
examines various models of chemical addiction as well as providing information about psychopharmacology.  The second portion of the course 
examines various drugs and their impact on the brain-behavior relationship. The course closes with theories related to treatment and recovery.  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of PSY 110 or permission of instructor.  PSY 250 is recommended but not required.  4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 340        Animal Cognition. This course begins with an overview of the history of philosophical and scientific thought in relation to the 
debate about what kinds of mental abilities non-human animals have, if any. Past and current empirical research methodologies will be 
discussed as will findings regarding the existence and extent of self-awareness, memory, problem-solving and other cognitive processes in 
various species (including but not limited to birds, sea mammals, monkeys and apes). These findings will be discussed in terms of the research 
on human cognitive processes; however, the implications for the animals themselves will also be explored.  Prerequisite: PSY 110 or permission 
of the instructor. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 345        Human Sexual Behavior. This course examines the developmental and experiential determinants of sexual orientation and 
behavior from a number of coordinate viewpoints. These viewpoints include culture, history, genes, hormones, emotions, and cognition, as well 
as gender identity, attitudes, orientation, and intimacy. This course contains discussion and related content of an explicit nature relevant to 
human sexuality, anatomy and sexual expression. Prerequisite: PSY 110 or permission of the instructor and junior or senior standing. 4 semester 
hours. 

PSY 350        Social Responsibility and Personal Well-Being.   This is an experientially-based course that looks at what it means to operate 
in a socially responsible manner in today’s world.  It is assumed that service and other forms of helping behavior can be a significant component 
of social responsibility and so the class discusses service extensively and provides both local and international opportunities for service.  One of 
these service components involves a week-long Spring Break service project in a third world country.  In addition to service, the course examines 
such concepts as sustainability (environmental, economic and social), responsible consumer behavior, economic fairness and social justice.  By 
examining these issues and participating in the service projects, it is hoped that students emerge committed to living in a more socially 
responsible way.  Prerequisite: PSY 110 or SOC 100S.  4 Semester Hours. (Typically offered  spring semester.) 

PSY 360        Introduction to Counseling.  This course is an introduction to the field of Counseling Psychology.  This course has a two-tiered 
emphasis, including 1) an introduction to the classic and contemporary theoretical perspectives that serve as a foundation to the field, and 2) a 
focus on current issues, research, and trends that are shaping the field today.  Students will also gain hands-on experience into the field of 
counseling through role-play activities in the department counseling offices.  Prerequisite: PSY 110. Recommended: PSY 240.  4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 370        Forensic Psychology. This course is a survey of the field of forensic psychology. Forensic psychology involves the application of 
the science and profession of psychology to questions and issues relating to law and the legal system. The following topics will be included in 
the course: defining forensic psychology; describing the profession of forensic psychology; the selection, training and evaluation of police 
officers; psychological techniques of criminal investigation; insanity and competency; dangerousness and risk assessment; eyewitness 
identification procedures; interrogations and confessions; sexual abuse and sexual harassment; and death penalty cases. Prerequisite: PSY 110 
or SOC 100S. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 380        Psychology of Gender. Women are from Venus, men are from Mars… or are they? This seminar explores the psychology of 
gender by examining psychological issues related to sex and gender. The class explores topics including: the nature and meaning of gender roles 
and gender stereotypes; research on gender similarities and differences with respect to cognitive, physical, personality and social functioning; 
how gender stereotypes and roles develop; the effects of gender stereotypes and roles on individuals, relationships, and society; and alternatives 
to traditional gender stereotypes, roles, and sexual orientations. Students are required to engage in regular intellectual discourse about course 
content and apply their knowledge of such content to real-world contexts via a service learning project. Prerequisite: PSY 110. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 385        Psychology of Prejudice & Power. This is a seminar that investigates the nature of relationships/interactions between and within 
groups. These relationships are viewed using the lens and language of social psychology. Specifically, the historical and sociological contexts of 
issues like classism, heterosexism, racism, ageism, sexism, ethnocentrism and speciesism, among others, are discussed. Close attention is paid 
to how privilege can influence how we perceive ourselves and others within and outside our social/cultural group(s). Coursework involves 
readings from psychology and other disciplines, viewing relevant films, and experiential learning that is intended to result in higher levels of 
empathy and a broadened world view. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 390       Introduction to Marriage and Family Therapy.  Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) is a unique form of psychotherapy that 
focuses on relationships, interactional patterns, family dynamics, and mental health from a Family Systems perspective. This course is an 
introduction to the theory, practice, and research in the field of Marriage and Family Therapy.  Students will explore both foundational and 
contemporary theories and practice the ability of applying this knowledge to individual, couple, and family case studies.  Also, this course offers 
an overview and critical analysis of current research, as well the opportunity for students to both observe and demonstrate methods of 
intervention. Prerequisite: PSY 110.  Recommended: PSY 240, especially for majors. 4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 399       Special Topics in Psychology. See All-University 399 course description. 

PSY 400        Senior Research I. This course, along with PSY 405 constitutes the major senior research project in the Psychology and 
Neuroscience majors. Students are required to work in groups to select a research question, review the relevant literature, develop materials for 
review by the IRB, and write and present a formal research proposal. Only students who have earned a C- or higher in the PSY 200/PSY 205 
sequence are permitted to begin their Senior Research course requirements (i.e., PSY 400 and PSY 405)Prerequisites: PSY 110, PSY 200, and 
PSY 205 (Cannot be taken concurrently with PSY 200 or 205). 4 Sem. Hrs. (Typically offered fall semester.) 



PSY 405        Senior Research II. In this course, students will complete the research projects begun in PSY 400 by collecting and analyzing 
data and by writing a detailed research report according to American Psychological Association guidelines. Students will present their findings 
in a public forum. Prerequisite: PSY 400. (Cannot be taken concurrently with PSY 200 or 205). 2 Semester Hours. (Typically offered spring 
semester.) 

PSY 420       The Origins of Psychology.  This seminar explores the philosophical and physiological beginnings of the “new science” of 
psychology.  Students are expected to 1) contemplate seminal questions about human nature posed by early philosophers, 2) see how early 
experimental psychology emerged from the fields of physiology and medicine, 3) be introduced to important figures and events in the various 
fields of psychology, and 5) explore the greater cultural and temporal paradigms that have shaped psychological theory from its beginnings to 
the present day. Students are required to engage in regular writing assignments and conduct historical research. Prerequisite: PSY 110. 
Freshman and sophomore requirements for departmental majors are strongly recommended. 4  Semester Hours.  

PSY 485        Independent Study. This course involves an individual study of a special problem. Concentration may be on a research project 
or on a review of the literature in the problem area. Offered only upon request of the student who shows interest and initiat ive and with 
permission of the instructor. Prerequisites: PSY 110, PSY 200, and PSY 205. Variable credit, 2-4 Semester Hours. 

PSY 494        Honors Thesis/Project. See All-University 494 course description. 

PSY 499        Psychology Internship. This is an experience-based course in which the student spends an agreed upon amount of time in a 
social service or psychology-related organization in order to gain first-hand experience and develop an understanding of possible applications 
of psychology to that setting. Supervision will be jointly provided by the cooperating organization and the instructor of the course. Prerequisite: 
Permission of the instructor. Variable credit, 4-16  Semester Hours. 

 

 

Sociology 
SOC 100S    Introduction to Sociology. A survey of the basic concepts, methods and principles used in the scientific study of human 

interaction. Emphasis is on such distinctively sociological concepts as socialization, social stratification, social organization, minority groups, 
deviant behavior and social change. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 130       Introduction to Social Services. A study of contemporary social service organization and practice in private and public agencies. 
4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 199       Special Topics. 

SOC 200       Contemporary Social Issues. A study of the major social issues in American society. Among the issues considered are aging, the 
environment, terrorism, family violence, gender roles and minority group relations. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 205         Juvenile Delinquency. This course is an examination of children and crime.  It includes an overview of the theoretical models 
that explain delinquency and an examination of how these models relate to our social institutions and to juvenile corrections. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 210        Careers in Sociology.  This course is a practical examination of careers in sociology.  It will include guest speakers who are 
practitioners in sociology and allied professions.  Assignments will be designed to improve student understanding of various career opportunities 
and improve student ability to pursue those opportunities.  Prerequisite: SOC 100S. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 215        Drugs and Society. This course examines the impact of substance use and abuse on the user, the user’s interpersonal 
relationships, as well as on society, as a whole.  Also, the course examines the history and philosophy of various regulatory efforts, their successes 
and failures, and the impact of those on society. 4 Semester Hours.    

SOC 220       The Many Faces of Poverty. Poverty is one of the most persistent social problems in America.  And it is a social problem that 
causes or impacts many other social conditions in America.  Depending on the definition used to measure poverty, between 14 percent and 20 
percent of Americans live in poverty.  This course covers the social characteristics of the poor, the impact of poverty on personal life chances, 
and the social consequences of poverty.  Analysis is also provided of societal attempts to address poverty. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 225       Family Violence. An examination of family violence from sociological, legal and medical perspectives. Considers major issues 
related to family violence including types, predictors and consequences. Also evaluates the strategies that are used by professionals to study, 
detect, intervene, treat and prevent family violence. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 235       Stress and Wellbeing. An examination of how the social environment affects health. Investigates stress processes that are rooted 
in social structures including race, class, gender, age, work and family. Examines how such characteristics and conditions help explain the 
unequal distribution of health. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 240       Sex, Love, and Relationships. An examination of the process of forming adult relationships in the U.S. including gender role 
development, dating, mate-selection, love, sexuality, marriage or alternative relationship choices, and parenthood in sociological perspective. 4 
Semester Hours.  

SOC 245        The World of Education: A Sociological Perspective. This course identifies how various political, economic, and cultural forces 
influence educational institutions in the American society.  Further analysis is directed to analyzing the sociological factors that influence the 
internal workings of the school and the classroom and the factors that impact how students experience the educational process. 4 Semester 
Hours. 

SOC 250        Medical Sociology. An examination of health, illness, and medical care from the sociological perspective.  Topics include social 
epidemiology; health and illness behavior, socialization of health professionals; health care provider /patient relationships; and the organization 
of health and medical care. 4 Semester Hours. 



SOC 260        Social Gerontology. An introduction to the process of human aging with particular emphasis on their social and social 
psychological aspects. Included in the course are examinations of the processes of aging, problems of the aged and demographic characteristics 
of the aged. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 275         White Collar Crime. The course is designed for Sociology, Criminal Justice, Business, and Accounting majors and explores the 
various types of white collar crime.  The course examines both occupational crimes (which benefit the offender) and corporate crimes (which 
benefit the company).  The causes of these crimes, motives of offenders, and the history of laws governing these offenses are discussed.  Finally, 
the methods used by business and government to deter, investigate, and prosecute these crimes are included. 4 Semester Hours.   

SOC 280         Criminology. A survey of the major theories of crime causation and a social scientific examination of various types of crime, 
criminals and criminal behavior. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 299         Special Topics. 

SOC 310         American Families. Both an historical and contemporary examination of the family system in America from marriage through 
death or divorce. Includes discussions about marital commitment, adjustment, satisfaction and sexuality as well as child rearing, family violence 
and abuse. Prerequisite: SOC 100S. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 315         Punishment and Corrections. This course is the study of how and why we punish.  Students will examine explanations for 
punishment, helping them to develop a critical perspective on contemporary debates concerning the philosophy and practice of punishment, 
including the structure, organization and major problems of the penal system in the United States and internationally.  Prerequisite: CRJ 105. 4 
Semester Hours. 

SOC 320         The World of Males and Females: A Sociological Perspective. A study of the cultural norms and social roles which govern the 
relationships between men and women in contemporary American society. The course examines the origin of masculine and feminine gender 
roles, the nature of sexism, and the changing roles of men and women in families, occupations, politics and religion. Prerequisite: SOC 100 or 
GEN 201 . 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 325         Organizational Analysis. An examination of bureaucracy, decision making, communication, leadership, power relations and 
the environmental context for both business and service organizations. This course includes a 15hr field practicum. Prerequisites: SOC 100 or 
junior standing and permission of instructor. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 330         Minority Group Relations. An examination of the social and structural relationships between racial, ethnic, religious, sexual and 
other stigmatized groups and the dominant society in America. Prerequisite: SOC 100. 4 Semester Hours.  

SOC 345         Deviance. Emphasis is upon examination of the major theoretical explanations of deviant behavior and the empirical evidence 
supporting these perspectives. Prerequisite: SOC 100. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 350         Grants and Planning. This course introduces students to the professional skills required of social scientists working in applied 
settings. In particular, the course emphasizes the development of both theoretical and practical knowledge associated with grant writing, 
strategic planning and other philanthropic-related skills required of social scientists working in both non-profit and for-profit organizations. 
Prerequisites: SOC 100 or PSY 110  and junior standing. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 364         Research Methods. This course will familiarize students with the research methods that are used in the social and behavioral 
sciences. This includes issues related to research design, measurement, and data collection. Attention will be given to both qualitative and 
quantitative approaches. Prerequisite: SOC 100 or CRJ 105. 4 Semester Hours. 

SOC 365         Social Science Statistics and Analysis. This course will introduce students to basic statistical procedures necessary for social 
science research with quantitative data. Students will also learn data entry and management, conducting statistical analysis and interpreting 
results utilizing SPSS program.  Prerequisite: satisfactory score on the mathematics placement exam or MTH 100. 4 Semester Hours.   

SOC 375         Sociological Theory. A study of sociological theory from Comte to the present with emphasis upon the major schools of 
sociological theory and the main contributions of outstanding sociologists. Prerequisites: SOC 100 and junior or senior standing. 4 Semester 
Hours. 

SOC 384         Diversity: Intercultural Communication. A study of human communication across cultures focusing on the variables that 
influence interaction when members of different cultures come together. 4 Semester Hours.  

SOC 399         Special Topics. 

SOC 490         Senior Culminating Experience. This course involves planning and developing an original research project.  Topics and activities 
include developing research questions, examining theoretical issues, reviewing literature, articulating hypotheses, and describing the methods 
that are used to answer research questions.  In developing and presenting a research proposal, students will incorporate knowledge gained from 
previously-taken sociology courses.  Prerequisites: SOC 100S, SOC 210, SOC 364, SOC 365, and SOC 375. Cross-listed as CRJ 490. 4 Semester 
Hours.   

SOC 494         Honors Thesis/Project. 

SOC 499         Field Work Internship. See All-University 499 course description. Cross-listed as CRJ 499.  1 - 16 Semester Hours. 

 

 


